[An autopsy case of pulmonary and central nervous system metastatic osteosarcoma treated with thirty-six courses of chemotherapy over four years].
A 32-year-old man presented with cough, dyspnea and orthopnea ten years after amputation of the right humerus because of osteosarcoma. Chest radiographs and chest computed tomographs showed left pleural effusion, pericardial effusion and a giant intrathoracic mass, which was histologically diagnosed as a recurrence of the osteosarcoma. After 4 courses of chemotherapy combined with CDDP, the mass in the left upper lobe of the lung decreased in size, and it was then resected. Three months later, new metastatic lesions were detected in the thoracic area. Therefore, 29 additional courses of chemotherapy were administered (36 courses in total over 4 years; including regimens combined with CDDP, carboplatin, high-dose methotrexate, ifosfamide, dacarbazine, vindesine, etoposide, vincristine, taxotere and gemcitabine). In spite of the several courses of chemotherapy, brain and spinal cord metastases appeared, and the patient eventually died of cerebral hemorrhage. During the four years after the first recurrence he had good quality of life as a result of the chemotherapy.